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Christian ethics as would naturally emerge from tlie coarse
hands of a Jew intensely unspiritual and worldly, such as
Josephus. But, if there were any truth in the high pre-
Christian antiquity which Josephus ascribes to Essenism, in
that case there must have been a Christianity before Christ.
This insurmountable difficulty any opponent of my theory
draws upon himself.

Third: If there were eight thousand of the Josephan,
i.e. the pretended non-Christian, Essenes, and as their sec-
tarian, opinions were so widely published, how happened it
that Christ, who talked freely with every order of men and
women in Judeea, never by accident fell in with one of this
fraternity ? Or, if we could suppose it possible that in so
limited a territory this failure of personal rencontre should
occur naturally, how happened it that Christ did not invite
one of their body to his presence, or did not expressly visit
some one of their pretended stations, so as to force their errors,
or their truths, before the public eye ?

Fourth: Supposing that, upon any inexplicable motive,
such a casual meeting or such a deliberate visit did not
occur from the Christian side, then why did not crowds of
the Essenes spontaneously resort to Christ, as a teacher who,
by repeating their doctrines without any recognition of their
community as the original well-head of such truths, was in
effect ignoring themselves, and publishing in all quarters his
disbelief of their existence ?

Finally: If all personal interviews on overtures from
either side were unaccountably intercepted, how happened it
that the doctrines and usages at least of the Essenes were
not brought before Christ either by friend or by foe, or, this
failing, were not subsequently noticed and discussed by the
Apostles ?

It has been said repeatedly that the creed of the Papal
Church, or at least her theory, so far travels on the same
route with the speculation here traced out that no counte-
nance is given to the pretensions of the Essenes as a Jewish
philosophic sect. The plagiarisms from Christianity have
apparently been felt as insufferable. But there the Komish
Church halts : she denies, but she finds no satisfactory affirm-
ative creed to substitute. We differ, therefore (Wlw differ ?